
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO

 
 

 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue. 

 

International Spotlight on 

Ireland 

 

 

Letterkenny Lions Club President Mary 

Hegarty and DG Frank  
 
 

 

 

 

The second meeting of the District Cabinet 

will be held in Dublin tomorrow for which I 

have prepared the report of the DG Team on 

developments since taking office as DG in 

July and also addressing the major District 

projects planned for the next few month 

There have been three very exciting 

developments for District 133 Ireland and 

our relationship with the wider Lions 

Family. We have participated in two 

European Conferences, the most recent being 

Europa Forum. The future Planning 

Committee of Europa Forum has decided to 

invite District 133 to nominate a candidate 

for the role of International Director for the 

two year period 2020 -2022. We must 

acknowledge the strong personal support of 

Past International Director Phil Nathan and 

MD105 for this opportunity. 

The second development is that International 

President Gudrun has expressed her interest 

in making a formal visit to Ireland in late 

April. The provisional dates are from April 
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28th to May 1st 2019. Preliminary work has 

commenced on agreeing the programme for 

the visit.  

The third development is the intention of 

third vice International President Brian 

Sheehan to hold the Spring International 

Board Meeting in Ireland. The first steps in 

planning this International Board Meeting 

took place in late October when Third Vice 

International President Brian and his wife 

Lori visited three locations in Ireland as part 

of a small study team. During their visits 

they were joined by members of the DG 

Team; Killarney [IPDG Teresa]; Dublin [DG 

Frank] and Belfast [1st VDG Bernard ]   This 

is still at an early stage in planning and it 

may not be until the Kinsale Convention in 

March 2019 that we receive an update. 

 Featuring large in the first four months have 

been the four Area Conventions at which 

68% of clubs were represented. The 

willingness of Lions to devote a Saturday 

morning to actively participating in 

workshops on the future of Lions 

demonstrates the health of our organisation 

and the willingness to embrace new 

challenges. 

The DG Team has continued the programme 

of club visits and attendance at Charter 

Nights. As in recent years, the DG team has 

divided club visits between the team. 

November is a popular time for Charter 

Nights. On Friday 2nd November, Elaine and 

I attended the Charter Nights of Carlow 

Lions Club; where we had the opportunity to 

join Carlow Lions in saluting Darren 

McDonald the Lions European Young 

Ambassador.  Tuesday 6th November saw us 

attending the 45th Charter of Malahide Lions 

Club., which was also attended by the Mayor 

of Fingal. It was a great honour to be asked 

by the Club members and President Damian 

Carberry, to join him in presenting two 

Melvin Jones Awards. 

In addition to the Charter Nights, I attended 

two Club meetings. Monaghan Lions are 

thriving and it was a pleasure to be 

welcomed by Club President Laura McAree, 

Club Secretary Fern and Treasurer Grainne. 

There was great banter at the meeting though 

I was surprised by the speed at which I was 

fined for an innocent comment at the 

expense of PDG Bill Goggins.  

Last night I had the opportunity to join Club 

President Mary Hegarty of  Letterkenny 

Lions Club  for their November Meeting. As 

is the case with many Lions Clubs at this 

time of the year, there was significant focus 

on the Food Appeal and the other activities 

undertaken by the Club in the  Christmas  

period. But it was good to see that new 

projects for 2019 were also being discussed. 

As always I find Club visits energising and 

informative.  

The programme of visits continues 

tomorrow. Following the Cabinet meeting on 

Saturday we head off to the seaside, for 

another evening with friends at the Bray 

Lions Charter. 

 



Football Special 

 

Tullamore are Lions Football 

Champions 

 

 

 
 

Forget the Champions League- two young 

teams  served up a thrilling and skilful game 

in the final of the Lions Cup 2018 at historic 

Dalymount Park, with Tullamore Town just 

getting the better of a gallant Wicklow. 

Wicklow took the lead through Louis 

Malcomson and went in at the break 1-0 up 

thanks to excellent goalkeeping by Rory 

Hennessy. Tullamore continued to put the 

Wicklow defence under serious pressure 

with Agbo Babatunde scoring a deserved 

equaliser. In a pulsating second half 

Tullamore edged out Wicklow with a superb 

free kick by ‘Player of the Match’, Ryan 

Kenny, and a wonderful team goal finished 

off by Cian Mc Connell. It was a game 

worthy of any cup final and played with 

great skill and spirit. 

 

Lions District Football Officer John Baitson 

thanked everyone who helped to make the 

day such a special occasion, including both 

teams and managers, the supporters and  

 

 
 

VDG Bernard Black with Tullamore captain 

 

Mams and Dads who travelled not just for 

the final but throughout the year. ‘The 

conduct of all the players was a credit to 

their parents and families’, he said. 

 

He thanked Chris Brien, President 

Bohemians, who generously donated the 

facilities at Dalymount Park to the Lions 

Club. Chris also had a team of helpers who 

managed stadium, prepared the dressing 

rooms and bar facilities, set out the pitch and 

generally helped wherever they could. He  



 
 

Wicklow Lions at  Dalymount- Maurice 

Corr, Michael Lynn, Sean Olohan and Pat 

O’Brien. 

 

also acknowledged Ashbourne Lions Club 

which provided the marshals and the very 

welcome teas/coffees and biscuits.  He also 

thanked VDG Bernard Black who travelled 

from Antrim and represented Lions Clubs of 

Ireland. 

 

Eamon Teehan and Billy Lynne, two 

founders of the 20 year old competition were 

in attendance. Billy presented the cup to the 

winning captain.  

 

There are many benefits for Lions and youth 

with the running of this competition and we 

look forward to a bumper entry for 2019. 

 

Even though the gallant Wicklow Rovers 

team fell at the final hurdle the young under 

13 squad and their families are still 

celebrating in Wicklow having achieved so 

much on their first outing in the Lions Clubs 

All Ireland Competition.   

 

 

 
 

Ashbourne Ladies at the final 

 

Wicklow Lions members feel very proud of 

the local boys and look forward to next 

year’s competition.    

Football committee members Pat O’Brien 

Maurice Corr Michael Lynn and Sean 

Olohan would like to thank John Baitson for 

his organisational skills and amazing work .  

To all the Ashborne Lions involved and 

especially the ladies who looked after all the 

young and not so young boys with wonderful 

teas and biscuits…it was very much 

appreciated by all. 

 

 

 

Wicklow Rovers- gallant finalists. 

 



Fangs for the Ghouls 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Strange things were happening as the dark 

descended on Clonakilty. The ‘undead’ were 

walking the streets, vampires and witches 

were once a-groan. Ghouls met Lions for the 

Lions Club of Clonakily annual ghost 

parade. Some amazing efforts made it a 

scary event with the Ghost Train form the 

model village leading the hordes through the 

town.   

It all culminated in a children's disco at the 

Emmett Hotel where they ‘ghosted’ onto the 

floor for the ‘graveyard boogie’. Prizes and 

sweets were handed out  and a ‘whole lot of 

shaken'  was ‘going on’.   It was a trembling 

success, with shrieks and screams filling the 

quiet night of Samhain. 

 

The Clonakilty Ghost Train 

Star Bargains at Bray Auction 

 

A luxury break at Harvey’s Point multi-

award winning hotel in Donegal (pictured), 

dinner at the five star Dublin Intercontinental  

Hotel, membership of Kilruddery Estate and 

a complete home security system are among 

up to 100 items which will go under the 

hammer at the Bray Lions Club Annual 

Charity Auction which takes place at the 

Wild Goose, Main Street, Bray on Thursday 

29th November from 8.30pm. 

 



This annual event presents an ideal 

opportunity to pick up Christmas gifts and a 

wide range of items at bargain prices. 

Original artwork, crafts, hampers, vouchers 

and novelty items will all be on the list with 

some items likely to be sold for around €5. 

Lions Club member Danny Bohan, who will 

be auctioneer for the event , guarantees an 

evening of mirth, good cheer and even some 

excitement. 

All funds raised will be used by Bray Lions 

Club to support a programme of local 

projects and to support Bray community. 

AED for Blackpool 
 

 
 

 

Cork Lions Club presented an AED and 

cabinet to Blackpool Community Centre to 

coincide with the event celebrating the 

Blackpool Community Centres 50 Birthday. 

Cork Lions President, Pat Desmond said 

‘We’re delighted to be able to present the 

AED to the Blackpool Community who have 

always been very supportive of Cork Lions 

Club activities. This is our 11th installation of 

a publicly available AED in Cork and is our 

first outside Cork City Centre’. 

Pictured from left are  Donal Horgan, 

Martin Walley,Dr. Hill, Pat Desmond, Trish 

Harrington, Bill Dunlea, Mary O’Reilly, 

Teresa Dineen, Dr J.Sheehan, Tim Donovan 

 

Malahide Charter 

 

 
 

Damian Carberry, President of Malahide 

Lions Club, Councillor Anthony Larkin , 

Mayor of Fingal and DG 

Frank O’Donoghue 

 

(See DG Blog) 

 

 

 



Letterkenny Meeting  

Downpatrick Calendar 
 

Downpatrick Lions Club has launched its 

2019 calendar featuring nostalgic 

photographs of places and people of the 

town and local area. 

This is the nineteenth calendar to be 

published by the Lions Club to raise funds 

for Lions charities. It is on sale now and will 

be available from club members in the town 

centre and at the Ballymote Centre. 

Calendars are also on sale at Tom’s Wine 

Barrel and Tel’s Newsagent in St Patrick’s 

Avenue, the Oakley Fayre in Market Street 

and Flixx Graphics in Irish Street. 

 

 

 

 
 

District Governor Frank with members of 

Letterkenny Lions Club (See DG Blog) 

Convention Call 

The official call for the 2nd District 133-

Ireland Convention for the fiscal year 

2018/2019 to be held in Acton’s Hotel, 

Kinsale, Co. Cork on the 1st & 2nd March 

2018 has been issued by District Governor 

Frank O’Donogue. 

Nominations, Applications and 

Resolutions should be sent to Lion Donal 

Horgan,, District Constitution, 

Nominations & Resolutions Officer, 5 

Yorkboro, Boreenmanna Road, Cork. 

Email to: donal.horgan@hotmail.com. 

 

Please email Nominations, Resolutions & 

Hosting applications in the first instance, 

followed up by letter. Deadline for receipt 

of notifications is 4th. January 2019. 

DG in Monaghan 

 

District Governor Frank O’Donoghue met 

Lesley Goggins, District Sergeant at Arms 

and club president Laura McAree during his 

visit to Monaghan Lions Club. 

mailto:donal.horgan@hotmail.com


Downpatrick Calendar 

 
 

Downpatrick Lions Club has launched its 

2019 calendar featuring nostalgic 

photographs of places and people of the 

town and local area. 

This is the nineteenth calendar to be 

published by the Lions Club to raise funds 

for Lions charities. It is on sale now and will 

be available from club members in the town 

centre and at the Ballymote Centre. 

Calendars are also on sale at Tom’s Wine 

Barrel and Tel’s Newsagent in St Patrick’s 

Avenue, the Oakley Fayre in Market Street 

and Flixx Graphics in Irish Street. 

 
Pictured at the launch are Downpatrick 

Lions Club members Tom Briggs, Fergus 

Kelly and Vincent Murphy presenting the 

first off-the-press calendar to Mrs.Myrtle 

Maxwell.  

 

 

 

 

Tesco Collection Report 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Lion Joe Smith has asked clubs who 

participated in the Tesco Bucket Collection 

to forward a report on how the days went 

and how much was collected.   

 

This information is important for an  

upcoming meeting with Tesco to insure we 

will be considered for inclusion in their 

calendar for next year.  

 

 

 



Get ‘Kinsale Ready’ 

 

 
 

Kinsale and District Lions Club will host the 

50th annual District Convention.  

The event is expected to attract up to 300 

delegates and visitors to Kinsale over the 

weeknd 1st – 3rd March, 2019.  

Booking for the convention is now open. 

The Convention Director is Eddie McCarthy 

a past president of Kinsale Lions Club. The 

standard package costs €185.00 per person 

and includes two nights accommodation 

(March 1st /2nd 2019) based on two people 

sharing in a standard room, two tickets to the 

Governors Ball on Saturday night , one 

convention registration fee and/or one 

partners package. 

These rates are quoted on a pre pay basis 

only, but the booking can be cancelled with a 

full refund up to 48 hours before arrival date. 

Bookings can be made by contacting  

Fidelma at Actons Hotel. - 021 4779900  / 

fmccarthy@actonshotelkinsale.com 

Executive rooms cost an additional €20 per 

room per night subject to availability and 

single rooms also cost an additional €20 per 

night. 

A ‘Dine Around’ Kinsale Good Food 

Restaurants is available on the Friday  night 

at €40 pp payable on the night. 

For Lions attending only on the day, the 

convention registration fee is  €35 

Additional accommodation on Thursday or 

Sunday nights costs €45 pp sharing (standard 

room) 

 

It is YOUR Newsletter 
Thanks to all our contributors- please keep 

sending us news and images. 

 

1. Send material as early as possible in 

the week. Deadline remains 9am on Friday. 

2. Keep items as concise as possible- 

max 200 words. 

3. Please remember that our audience is 

Lions- not the general public. 

4. We welcome jpeg images but 

CANNOT accept pdfs. 

 

Communicate and WIN 
Lions District 133 is launching new Awards 

which will recognise excellence in 

communications. 

The District Communications Awards will 

be presented at the District Convention in 

Kinsale. 

Awards will be presented to Lions Clubs and 

Lions in four categories: 

1. Best Website 

2. Best Social Media Presence. 

3.Club PRO of the Year 

4. 'Scribe' award for club contributions to the 

District Newsletter. 

To enter the Best Website category please 

send your club website url to 

fcorr100@gmail.com by 1st December 2018. 

All submitted websites will be assessed by 

the District Communications Team during 

January 2019. 

…AND THAT’S ALL FOR THIS 

WEEK 


